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THE  

 
Newsletter of the Texas Lone Star Greys 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, Camp 1953, Schertz, Texas  
Serving our members in; northeast and East Bexar County, Western Guadalupe County, and 

Eastern Wilson County, Texas. 

 
REVISED IN 2015  July and August dedicated to The Texas Lone Star Greys and named for the Cry that 

chilled the Hearts of the Intruders, brought Joy to the True Believers, and Echoes still heard in the 
Hollowed Valleys, Plains, Forests, Swamps, Bayous, Rivers, Shores, and Upland Reaches (Hills and 

Hollers) of the  BELOVED SOUTH LAND! 
VOLUME III, Number 5; MAY 2017 

Rules for Contributions: This newsletter will post meeting information past, present, and future meetings 

and activities; announcements from other camps in our area; articles (please use sources); editorials or 

comments will be accepted but they must be acceptable ABSOLUTELY no bigotry or racial prejudice will 

be accepted this is an organization for HERITAGE, NOT HATE!; if you are interested in buying or 

selling items of organizational interest your announcement is encouraged; finally if you want to include 

historical trivia related to southern heritage feel free to submit (include your source); CAMP STAFF. 

MEETING NOTES:  The April Camp meeting was held at the Schertz, Texas Veterans of Foreign 

Wars (VFW) Post the program was presented by our Compatriot Jim Silvers. Who brought 

along a portion of his firearms collection as a training aide for the enjoyment of his 

fellow SCV Compatriots, Jim combining a public-speaking format with his valued aids 

giving us a history for Colt firearms through the “Old West” or rather the “Cowboy” Era. 

From flintlock to percussion, the revolver; “cap and ball,” and post-war modifications of 

the famous Colt revolver which "Colonel Sam Colt made all men equal” we were 

delighted with Jim’s subject matter knowledge.  Jim who in addition to being an SCV 

member is also a member of the Official Texas Ranger Historical Honor Guard 

(Headquarters Company) these fellows appear at many SCV ceremonies outfitted as the 

Texas Rangers of yore to salute former Rangers many were also Confederate veterans.  

Jim U-DUN-Good! You will also encounter the Ranger Honor Guard at numerous 

historical celebrations and local festivals, and of course at memorial services. Thank you 

brother and three Rebel Yells!!! We have been most fortunate lately regarding 

presentations with both Greg McKay and Jim Silvers for the last two months; thank You 

Compatriots muchisimas gracias compadres. Russ Lane Brigade Communications 

Officer (S-6) and Commander of the Alamo City Guards Camp, honored us with his 
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attendance, as was 6th (South Texas) Brigade Commander John McCammon, George 

Bubba Cheek of Hood’s Texas Brigade Camp, Bubba rarely misses a Texas Lone Star 

Grey meeting and is one our Camp’s most active supporters-Thanks Bubba. Lest we 

forget Rebeca Garcia Harris wife (and editor of the Camp newsletter) of our Camp 

Commander attended the meeting for which we are appreciative and Miss Mona 

Lawrence wife of Camp and 6th Brigade Adjutant Don Lawrence.  We are always 

grateful when our Compatriots family members attend meetings and functions you all are 

always welcome. Russ Lane donated two excellent books for the Camp raffle 

unfortunately we ran out of time and will hold the raffle at our next meeting, thank you 

Russ we appreciate the contribution.  John McCammon and Russ Lane updated the Camp 

on the continuing PC assaults on our Southern Heritage and efforts to combat the enemy 

as well as updates on upcoming events Listed Elsewhere in the REBEL YELL.  We want 

to thank Don and Miss Mona Lawrence for providing the delicious cake and iced cold 

soft drinks for the meeting.  Finally we collected $16.00 in the Camp Kitty which paid for 

the meeting room and thanks to all who “fed” the Kitty. 

 
Photo: Jim Silvers at recent Stockdale Ceremony portraying a Texas Ranger he was part of the 

Honor Guard. PHOTO BY: Rebeca Garcia Harris. 

NOTE: Jim will return in the near future to give us another excellent presentation on long arms of the 

Texas Revolution through “Reconstruction” periods. Please watch for the Camp meeting 

announcements. 

NEXT MEETING: Will be on Thursday, 18, May 2017 at 7:00 PM (1900 hours) at the Schertz, Texas 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post on FM 78. The meeting location is approximately .6 miles on FM 

78 (slightly more than a half a mile) east from main gate at Randolph Air force Base (AFB) and the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be on your right.  Our meeting room is in front facing FM 78 behind 

the cannon. IF YOU USE A GPS here is the address: Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Cibolo Valley, 

Post 8315, 1000 FM 78, Schertz, Texas 78154. 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
*07, May 2017-Hunter, Texas (Be advised Hunter is no longer an incorporated town in Texas and may 

not be on many maps.) The United Daughters of the Confederacy will be hosting the Rededication of 

the JEFFERSON DAVIS Highway and Statue which was removed from the University of Texas 

ingrates. The statue obviously will reside in Hunter, Texas this dedication is important since many of us 

some in person others through correspondence and petitioning fought the hyper PC crowd at UT in 

removing the statue. Sanford Reed, John McCammon, and Russ Lane have been busy with this worthwhile 

event. From Sanford Reed: “Hood's Texas Brigade joins with Texas Division, United 

Daughters of the Confederacy in the re-dedication of the Jefferson Davis Memorial 
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Highway Marker. Contact: elong1955@gmail.com” BYOC (Bring Your Own Chair) H2O 

(water). 

**13, May 2017-Devine, Texas-marking of the Confederate Graves in the Evergreen Cemetery on a 

Saturday at 10:00 AM. Johnny Davis and Sanford Reed have been working hard to make this event a 

reality it looks like it will be a great ceremony. According to Hood's Texas Brigade Camp they are jointly 

hosting the ceremony with the Medina Greys SCV Camp in Hondo to honor the soldiers buried in 

Evergreen Cemetery in Devine, Texas. Some headstones had to be replaced. BYOC (Bring Your Own 

Chair) H2O (water). 

***27, May 2017 –Blanco, Texas:  Blanco Cemetery Ceremony Saturday at 10:00 AM  sponsored by 

Hood's Texas Brigade, Camp #153, which as joined with other Heritage groups in the area to honor these 

military veterans buried in the historic Blanco Cemetery, present-day veterans of the U.S. Military are 

cordially invited to attend. BYOC (Bring Your Own Chair) H2O (water). 

*** The ALAMO CITY GUARDS Camp is already making plans for the CONFEDERATE HEROES 

DAY Dinner the location will be same as last year at the Double-Tree Inn and the speaker will be 

nationally recognized and respected authority on Robert E Lee;  Scott Bowden. Go ahead and mark 13, 

January 2018; 6 (1800 hours) pm to 10 pm (2200 hours), on your calendars. We sincerely want the 

“Guards” to build on the success of their first event held last January. Those of us from The Texas Lone 

Star Greys who attended last year really enjoyed the evening the “GUARDS” did a magnificent job.  So 

start making plans early this time and lets get more of the “GREYS” to show up we will update the event as 

we receive information. Get used to this announcement we will keep pushing this most special 

occasion. *** 

MEMORIAL DAY: Having recently celebrated Fiesta-San Antonio; that in concept at least 

commemorates Texas’ hard-fought independence won at the Battle of San Jacinto with 

the sacrifices at the Alamo and Goliad that are both endearing and enduring in American 

and Southern history. Our SCV Camps across Texas also honored our Confederate 

forefathers that honorably served and died for Southern Independence which until this era 

of unbridled hyper-political correctness were admired in the north and revered in the 

South.  We now approach MEMORIAL DAY; this national holiday will be on Monday; 29, 

May is in the hearts of many Americans a significant day to remember those Americans 

who died in combat for our country. It was originally called Decoration Day which 

incidentally a term some people continue to use.  The holiday was set aside to remember 

Union dead but the occasion was modified to memorialize ALL of our wartime deaths 

not just Union troops. While we just solemnly remembered Confederate Decoration 

Day in April; Memorial Day now stands for all our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, 

and Coast Guard who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our American Nation; and for us 

that remember our Southern Brethren who fought the good fight also are recognized as 

American Veterans by Act of Congress: ALL VETERANS ARE EQUAL! When you 

are standing around the barbecue pit smoking that incredible Texas brisket or burning 

burgers on the grill, basking in the sun at the beach or poolside, and imbibing in an ice 

cold Lone Star, sipping on that Mint Julip, or guzzling vast quantities of iced tea (the 

“Table Wine of the South”) please remember our Veterans and those who went before us 

giving their all for our American Nation.  Most of all, Compatriots; pray for our Service 

Members, the wounded and our disabled veterans and PLEASE BE SAFE! 

 

 
TEXAS and CONFEDERATE HISTORY and MONUMENTS and SOUTHERN HISTORICAL 
SITES: Please feel free to contribute to this section of our camp newsletter as Sons of Confederate 

mailto:elong1955@gmail.com
https://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fevents%252F984117681722341%252F%253Facontext%253D%25257B%252522source%252522%25253A5%25252C%252522page_id_source%252522%25253A1220912357961665%25252C%252522action_history%252522%25253A%255B%25257B%252522surface%252522%25253A%252522page%252522%25252C%252522mechanism%252522%25253A%252522main_list%252522%25252C%252522extra_data%252522%25253A%252522%25257B%25255C%252522page_id%25255C%252522%25253A1220912357961665%25252C%25255C%252522tour_id%25255C%252522%25253Anull%25257D%252522%25257D%255D%25252C%252522has_source%252522%25253Atrue%25257D&hmac=2c50de4e1847645e998a6240c7dc6fc3
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Veterans we strive to call attention to our historical sites across the Lone Star State and elsewhere. 

Perhaps our efforts may help keep such sites and our history from disappearing altogether.  

This issue we are featuring two articles about the war in Texas one fight is virtually unknown 

while the other has the reputation as being the Last Land Battle of the War.  Both events signal 

the importance of the Lone Star State in the Confederacy as it was the seceded South’s last 

bastion; God Bless Texas! 

 
Note: photo and map via: Texas Historical Commission web-site. Edited by “staff.” 

HISTORIC FORT LANCASTER and ITS LARGELY UNKNOWN CONFEDERATE 

VICTORY 

The following account is a brief summary of the Battle of Fort Lancaster, Texas; it is one of 

thousands of largely forgotten fights of the War Between the States.  It is significant to the war in 

Texas as the battle was an in-state fight to thwart a Federal movement into the Lone Star State, 

oddly enough this attempt to establish a Union presence came from the west; California to be 

more precise.  Our own 6th (South Texas) Brigade Commander John McCammon and a cadre 

of dedicated preservationists from several Camps have been most active in bringing the Battle of 

Fort Lancaster to light.  It is the hope that a proper historical marker denoting the attempted 

Federal incursion will be the end result of the 6th Brigade and Texas Division effort.  While we 

did not have large battles in Texas there was a number of mentionable fights with some having 

strategic implications such as the Battle of Sabine Pass and the Battle of Laredo in both cases 

where relatively small (we do mean small) elements of Texas troops fought numbers far superior 

in number and assets to successful and in most spectacular conclusions fend off Union invasion 

attempts.  Fort Lancaster was a frontier post established initially as a temporary camp that grew to 

be a significant outpost on the Texas frontier.  It is located in Crockett County near the towns of 

Sheffield and Ozona.   

 The following account of the battle is taken in its entirety from the narrative posted by the 

Texas Historical Commission (http://www.thc.texas.gov/historic-sites/fort-lancaster/history/midnight-

battle-fort-lancaster) web-site.  The site of the fort and battle are now owned by the Texas 

Department of Parks and Wildlife and Texas Historical Commission it is open to the public and  

definitely a work in progress, hopefully, the War for Southern Independence narrative will 

become a well-known part of the story of Confederate Texas for generations to come. Upon 

secession the post was occupied by the Walter P. Lane Rangers (Lane was not a member of this 

unit, the company named for the Irish immigrant turned Texas Revolution hero, former Texas 

Ranger, veteran of the Mier Expedition, and the War with Mexico. Lane went on to serve as an 

officer in the Confederate army in the Trans-Mississippi and in the Army of Tennessee. REBEL 

YELL staff note), which, was re-designated Company F; Second Regiment, of the Texas Mounted 

Rifles. The fort was part of a defensive system re-organized by Colonel John S. “RIP” Ford who 

was responsible for the defense of coastal Texas, the Rio Grande Valley, and a portion of west 

Texas.  

“Midnight Battle at Fort Lancaster” 

http://www.thc.texas.gov/historic-sites/fort-lancaster/history/midnight-battle-fort-lancaster
http://www.thc.texas.gov/historic-sites/fort-lancaster/history/midnight-battle-fort-lancaster
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“During the Civil War, several attempts were made by Union forces to invade Texas. One such 

attempt occurred near Fort Lancaster when, in March 1864, information reached Confederate 

headquarters in Texas that a considerable force of Union soldiers from California, estimated at 

500 men, were in camp on the Pecos River near Fort Lancaster. Maj. J.M. Hunter was instructed 

to organize an expedition to stop the invasion. 

Maj. Hunter issued instructions for approximately 550 rangers to assemble at D’Hanis, on the 

San Antonio–Eagle Pass Road in early April 1864. At daybreak on April 8, the command started 

westward on the 300-mile ride to the fort. They covered approximately 30 miles a day and 

arrived on April 17 at their camping place, a small, clear running stream 20 miles from Fort 

Lancaster. Not knowing the exact size of the Union force, the rangers were all heavily armed and 

anxious for a fight. 

Maj. Hunter and three of his best scouts set off to locate the enemy position. Returning the next 

day, he reported that the Californians had gone so long without seeing the enemy that they had 

grown careless. "The trumps are in our hands, boys," he said. "And the game’s as good as 

finished – if only we work it carefully and some darned fool doesn’t scare them. Now for a good 

sleep, and have the command ready to march an hour after sundown. And see to all the rifles and 

six shooters in the meantime." 

A full moon appeared in the sky on the evening they reached old Fort Lancaster. Maj. Hunter had 

resolved to make the most difficult and dangerous of all movements — a night assault. He and his 

100 men moved to the right, and he ordered Captain R.H. Williams with approximately 250 

infantry and 150 cavalry to move left. One of the horses of the Californians neighed, and the 

Texans held their breath and clenched their teeth as the Union troopers came pushing through 

the brush. But at that instant a single pistol shot — the signal to open fire — rang out from the 

hilltop, where Maj. Hunter’s rangers had arrived, and the next moment their 100 rifles roared 

into action. 

Captain Williams ordered the mounted men, who had been stationed on the left of the line, to 

pass to the left as soon as they cleared the brush and get around the Union horses. This space 

was between the hill and the horses, so they knew the Californians would try to cross it. As a mob 

of panic-stricken men — who sought only to get to their horses and escape — came into the 

space, Williams discharged his pistol and his 250 men fired a volley into the mass. 

In the end, the Texans had four men dead and ten wounded. The Californians suffered 35 dead 

and approximately 75 wounded. About 250 mounts were recovered; the rest escaped. Four of the 

wounded Texans later died at Fort Clark, making eight casualties in all.” 

Sources (used by the Texas Historical Commission): Adapted from: Frontier Times, Volume 21, No. 9, June 

1944; “Midnight Battle at Fort Lancaster,” by J. Marvin Hunter, pp. 366–370. And; See also, R.H. Williams, With the 

Border Ruffians: Memories of the Far West, 1852–1868, with historical notes by Arthur J. Mayer & Joseph W. Snell 

(pp. 363-372). Edited by E.W. Williams. University of Nebraska Press. Lincoln.1982. 

The fort was also instrumental in efforts to establish the U.S. Army Camel Corps and was the 

scene of several scrapes with Apache and Kickapoo Indians before and after the War Between the 

States. Following the war, Federal troops reoccupied the installation in 1867 during 

“Reconstruction” but usage was rather short-lived as the post was finally abandoned in 1874. 

This Texas fort was the only Federal post that was ever directly attacked by Indians in the classic 

“Hollywood” image. The park is open from 9:00 AM-5:00 PM daily and has visitor center, gift 
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shop, picnic area, and restroom facilities.  Ruins of the frontier post may be viewed but it is our 

hope that with increased knowledge of wartime significance interest may expand. It is incumbent 

upon history enthusiasts, preservationists, and hopefully through efforts by organizations such as 

the Sons of Confederate Veterans, United Daughters of the Confederacy, and the Civil War Trust 

which has done some excellent work of preservation and acquisition will be able to positively 

change the narrative about the post’s heritage.  

The un-restored fort is part of the Texas Trails System in this case The Pecos Trail, and FOR YOUR 

INFIRMATION (FYI) there is an upcoming event at the park called: Western Frontier Days at Fort 

Lancaster on May 19, 2017 - 9:00am to May 20, 2017 - 5:00pm at: Fort Lancaster, 629 Fort Lancaster 

Road, Sheffield, Texas   79781. A Living History event/program will be on tap with special focus on 

Armed Forces Day and the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Fort Lancaster (post-war fight with the 

Kickapoo Indians). 

BATTLE of PALMETTO (Palmito Ranch or Palmito Hill) RANCH 

   
Left: Markers and interetation of the Palmito Ranch Battlefield; Center: Colonel John S. “RIP” Ford former Texas 

Ranger veteran of the Texas Revolution and War with Mexico; and Right: Colonel Santos Benevides (pictured with 

his wife) former Mayor of Laredo, Texas, Indian fighter, army scout, and Texas Ranger when necessary. Both men 

were critical to the Confederate cause in the Rio Grande Valley Ford led forces at Palmito Ranch and Benevides 

remained in service finally surrendering in July 1865 withremnants of  his regiment. (selected and edited by 

STAFF) 

Recommend the book: The Last Battle of the Civil War *Palmetto Ranch* by; Jeffrey Wm. Hunt, 

University of Texas Press, Austin, Texas, 2002 (Book is still available on Amazon). 

 

Palmetto Ranch battlefield is located along what is called the “Boca Chica Highway” (small or 

little mouth [or cove] in Spanish) Texas State Highway 4; in southeast Cameron County, Texas 

where 5,400 acres of the original site is part of a protected area and remains a largely unchanged 

marsh and south Texas prairie where the original Palmito Ranch existed.  The battlefield is on the 

National Register of Historic Places with few indications that a battle ever occurred. Texas unlike 

several Southern states does not have an official Civil War trail but does have the RIO GRANDE 

VALLEY CIVIL WAR TRAIL (RGVCWT) sponsored by the University of Texas Rio Grande 

Valley which, launched the trail for the Civil War Sesquicentennial there is also a virtual version 

of the trail; the RGVCWT features roughly sixty sites related to the war from Cameron County 

(Brownsville), Webb, Starr, Zapata, and Hidalgo Counties. The Palmito (Palmetto) Ranch (also 

known as Palmito Hill) Battlefield is a prominent part of the trail (RGVCWT) in southeastern 

Cameron County.  The battle from a Texas perspective demonstrated societal diversity as 

Confederate forces included “Anglo (“Gringos”),” Tejano “(Hispanic), and Native American 

(Indian), and a few Black Southerners fighting as a cohesive force against a Union invasion.  

Oddly enough these Texans were aware that General Robert E. Lee had surrendered a month 

previous and that Joseph E. Johnston too was formalizing his surrender in North Carolina.   This 

engagement was a classic example of Texas Exceptionalism of Texans not giving up without a 

http://texaspecostrail.com/events/western-frontier-days-fort-lancaster
http://texaspecostrail.com/events/western-frontier-days-fort-lancaster
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fight. The following is narrative via the Handbook of Texas On-Line web-site for our May issue 

of the Camp newsletter, it is fitting since the battle occurred in May: 

“BATTLE OF PALMITO RANCH” 

“On May 13, 1865, more than a month after the surrender of Gen. Robert E. Lee, the last land 

action of the Civil War took place at Palmito Ranch near Brownsville. Early in the war the Union 

army had briefly occupied Brownsville but had been unable to hold the city. They established a 

base at Brazos Santiago on Brazos Island from which to blockade the Rio Grande and 

Brownsville. They were, however, unable to blockade the Mexican (and technically neutral) port 

of Bagdad, just below the river. The Confederates landed supplies at Bagdad and then 

transported them twenty-five miles inland to Matamoros to be shipped across the Rio Grande into 

Brownsville. 

In February 1865 the Union commander at Brazos Island, Col. Theodore H. Barrett, reported to 

his superiors that his base was secure from attack and that with permission he could take 

Brownsville. The superiors refused to sanction the attack. Instead, Maj. Gen. Lewis Wallace 

sought and received Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's permission to meet the Confederate commanders 

of the Brownsville area, Brig. Gen. James E. Slaughter, commander of the Western Sub-District 

of Texas, and Col. John Salmon (Rip) Ford, commander of the southern division of Slaughter's 

command, at Port Isabel on March 11, 1865, in hopes of arranging a separate peace. Wallace 

promised no retaliation against former Confederates so long as they took an oath of allegiance to 

the United States. Anyone who preferred to leave the country would be given time to gather up 

property and family before doing so. An informal truce was arranged while Ford and Slaughter 

sent Wallace's proposals up the chain of command, and Wallace informed Grant that the rebels 

in Texas would soon be surrendering. Slaughter's superior in Houston, however, Maj. Gen. John 

G. Walker, denounced Wallace's terms and wrote a stinging letter to Slaughter for having 

listened to them in the first place. The commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi 

Department, Lt. Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith, was not ready to abandon the cause either. On May 

9, 1865, he told the governors of the western Confederate states that despite Lee's surrender, his 

own army remained, and he proposed to continue the fight. 

The Confederates in Texas were aware of the fate of the Confederacy's eastern armies. On May 1, 

1865, a passenger on a steamer heading up the Rio Grande towards Brownsville tossed a copy of 

the New Orleans Times to some Confederates at Palmito Ranch. The paper contained the news of 

Lee's surrender, Lincoln's death, and the surrender negotiations between Johnston and Sherman. 

Within the next ten days several hundred rebels left the army and went home. Those who 

remained were as resolute as their commanders to continue the fight in Texas. The federals, 

meanwhile, had received an erroneous report that the southerners were preparing to evacuate 

Brownsville and move east of Corpus Christi. In light of this intelligence Colonel Barrett ordered 

250 men of the Sixty-second United States Colored Infantry and fifty men of the Second Texas 

United States Cavalry (dismounted) to cross to the mainland from Brazos Island at Boca Chica 

Pass to occupy Brownsville. Carrying five days' rations and 100 rounds of ammunition per man, 

the Union troops crossed over to the coast at 9:30 P.M. on May 11, 1865. Under the command of 

Lt. Col. David Branson, this detachment marched all night and reached White's Ranch at 

daybreak. There Branson's men halted and tried to conceal themselves in a thicket along the Rio 

Grande. The camp was spotted by "civilians" (probably Confederate soldiers) on the Mexican 

side of the river. Realizing that any hope of surprising the Confederates was lost, Branson 

immediately resumed his march toward Brownsville. 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fle18
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qdc02
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ffo11
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwa20
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fwa20
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsm09
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At Palmito Ranch the federals encountered Capt. W. N. Robinson's 190-man company of Lt. Col. 

George H. Giddings's Texas Cavalry Battalion, which skirmished briefly with the Union force 

before retiring. The federals, too, fell back to a hill overlooking the ranch to rest and cook dinner. 

Camping for the night, the Union troops remained undisturbed until 3:00 A.M., when Robinson's 

company reappeared. Colonel Ford, at Fort Brown, had ordered Robinson to maintain contact 

with Branson's column and promised to reinforce him as soon as possible. Under pressure from 

Robinson, the federals fell back to White's Ranch, from where Branson sent a courier to Brazos 

Santiago asking Colonel Barrett for reinforcements. Barrett himself arrived at 5:00 A.M. on May 

13, 1865, with 200 men of the Thirty-fourth Indiana Infantry, bringing the Union strength up to 

500 officers and men. Under Barrett's command the column moved on Palmito Ranch once more, 

and a "sharp engagement" took place in a thicket along the riverbank between Barrett's 500 

troops and Robinson's 190 Confederates. The outnumbered but persistent southerners were soon 

pushed back across an open prairie and beyond sight, while the exhausted federals paused on a 

small hill about a mile west of Palmito Ranch. At three that afternoon, Colonel Ford arrived to 

reinforce Robinson with 300 men from his own Second Texas Cavalry, Col. Santos Benavides's 

Texas Cavalry Regiment, and additional companies from Giddings's battalion, as well as a six-

gun battery of field artillery under the command of Capt. O. G. Jones. 

With mounted cavalry and artillery, Ford had the perfect force to deal with Barrett's infantry on 

the flat, open land around Palmito Ranch. Hidden by a group of small trees, Ford's men formed 

their line of battle. At 4:00 P.M. Jones's guns began to fire. After a brief bombardment, 

Robinson's men attacked the Union left near the river, while two other companies of Giddings's 

battalion struck its right. At the same time, the rest of Ford's men charged the enemy center. The 

southern assault came as a great surprise, and the Union line rapidly fell apart. Barrett later 

reported that "Having no artillery to oppose the enemy's six twelve-pounder field pieces our 

position became untenable. We therefore fell back fighting." Ford remembered it differently when 

he wrote in his memoirs that Barrett "seemed to have lost his presence of mind" and to have led 

his troops off the field in a "rather confused manner." Forty-six men of the Thirty-fourth Indiana 

were put out as skirmishers and left to be captured as the federals fell back toward Brazos Island. 

Only by deploying 140 men of the Sixty-second Colored in a line running from the Rio Grande to 

three-quarters of a mile inland did the Union troops slow the Confederate attack enough to allow 

the northerners to get away. Ford wrote that the battle from its beginning had been "a run," and 

demonstrated "how fast demoralized men could get over ground." The Confederates chased the 

federals for seven miles to Brazos Island. There the routed Union troops were met by 

reinforcements, and Ford's men ceased their attack. "Boys, we have done finely," said Ford. "We 

will let well enough alone, and retire." The action had lasted a total of four hours. Confederate 

casualties were a few dozen wounded. The federals lost 111 men and four officers captured, and 

thirty men wounded or killed. Ironically, at the same time as the battle of Palmito Ranch, the 

Confederate governors of Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and Texas were authorizing Kirby 

Smith to disband his armies and end the war. A few days later federal officers from Brazos 

Santiago visited Brownsville to arrange a truce with General Slaughter and Colonel Ford.” 

BIBLIOGRAPHY:  

John S. Ford, Memoirs (MS, John Salmon Ford Papers, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, University of 

Texas at Austin). History of Brownsville (Brownsville Historical Association, 1980). The War of the Rebellion: A 

Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (Washington: GPO, 1880–1901). 

By; Jeffrey William Hunt (Authored the aforementioned book about the battle) 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgi06
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fbe47
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All copyrighted materials included within the Handbook of Texas Online are in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. 

Section 107 related to Copyright and “Fair Use” for Non-Profit educational institutions, which permits the Texas State 

Historical Association (TSHA), to utilize copyrighted materials to further scholarship, education, and inform the public. 

The TSHA makes every effort to conform to the principles of fair use and to comply with copyright law. For more 

information go to: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml Citation: The following, adapted from the 

Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition, is the preferred citation for this article. Handbook of Texas Online, Jeffrey 

William Hunt, "Palmito Ranch, Battle Of," accessed April 15, 2017, 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qfp01. Uploaded on June 15, 2010. Modified on April 4, 2016. 

Published by the Texas State Historical Association.  

Anyone ever wonder what ever happened to TEXAS EXCEPTIONALISM and that fighting spirit for 

which the Lone Star State is reputed to have? Some would like us to think it has exited “stage left” we 

would say just ask those thousands of Texans that have served since the attacks of 911. On the lighter 

side; (Go to the interstate highways and count the number of left-coast east bound and southbound cars 

and trucks towing “U-Haul’s) with left-coast and northern state license plates!!!) A Texan’s worst 

nightmare: A Yankee with a U-Haul!!!!!!!!  

  

 

CHARGE!!! 

 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/qfp01

